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La Conception—has especially suffered. The old-
est and best Christian families have been decimated
by Iroquois captivities and massacres, and many are
reduced to dire poverty. But the fervor, devout-
ness, and resignation of these poor harassed Chris-
tians increases with their sufferings and trials; and
the unbelievers have been moved thereby to respect
the Faith. Especially shining examples are those of
Joseph Taondechoren, René Tsondihwannen, and
Charles Tsondatsaa. The latter is almost suffocated
in a sweat box by some infidels, who think thus to
test his courage and his devotion to his religion; but
he yields not.

At St. Joseph, the principal Christian is Etienne
Totiri, who, with his wife, is devoted to the inter-
ests of the church. A child of theirs, but three years
old, ‘“ has so imbibed piety with her mother's milk
that she answers the Catechism in public, knows her
prayers, and takes pleasure in unloosening her
lisping tongue by speaking of God and the beauties
of Paradise.”” Several influential chiefs have been
baptized here; the character and experience of each
are described. One of these has renounced his office
as chief, ‘‘ for fear that it might compel him to some
offense against God.”

The increasing number of native converts renders
more conspicuous their opposition to the pagan
customs of their tribesmen; and the latter, enraged
at the restraints which the Christians would impose
upon them, ‘‘ redouble their calumnies against the
Faith,”’ and desire to suppress the new religion.
The missionaries look forward to the possibility of
martyrdom for both themselves and their neophytes;
but no one, either priest or Indian, falters for a



